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17th WFTGA Convention
kicks off in Tehran

Tehran, Baku explore ways
to deepen tourism ties
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — Iran and Azerbaijan have
d e s k discussed developing cooperation in the

areas related to tourism.
Aydin Ismiyev who presides over tourism department at
Azerbaijan’s Culture and Tourism Ministry met in Baku with
Jalil Jabbari, the director of Iran’s West Azarbaijan Province’s
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Department,
AzerNews reported on Jan. 27.
During the meeting, Ismiyev touched on the issue of visa
simplification, saying that
the number of Iranian tourists visiting Azerbaijan and
vice versa has considerably
ramped up over the past
two years.
Ways to enhance cooperation between tourism associate offices and agencies
was amongst other topics
put forward by Ismiyev.
The Azeri official also
invited the Iranian side to
take part in “AITF-2017”,
an international travel and
tourism fair scheduled to be
held in Baku on April 6-8.
In Dec. 2016, Azerbaijan’s Economy Minister Shahin
Mustafayev announced that the country plans to significantly
simplify the visa regime for Iranian citizens in 2017. He made
the remarks during the 11th meeting of the Azerbaijan-Iran
intergovernmental commission on economic, trade and
humanitarian cooperation in Baku.

Sadiq Khan wants visitors
to London to pay a new
tourism tax
LONDON (Business Insider) — Tourists visiting London
face a hefty tourism tax under proposals from London mayor
Sadiq Khan.
The plans, endorsed by Khan at a cross-party event inside
London’s City Hall on Friday morning, would see visitors
paying up to 5% extra on their hotel bills.
Speaking to journalists afterwards, Khan said that tourists
should contribute more to the city they visit.
“London is the number one destination for tourists in the
world,” he said.“Hotels do very well out of that. What we’re
saying is when the tourists come they opt to pay a small level
which will help improve the city.”
The levy is based on similar taxes imposed in cities such as
Berlin where tourists pay an extra 5% on their bill.
Under Khan’s proposals local authorities would be given the
option of imposing the levy, which would then be used to pay
for infrastructure and environmental improvements in the city.
However, the plans were met with immediate fury by the
hospitality industry.
“The British Hospitality Association regards any bed tax as
absolute folly and asks the Mayor to think again,” BHA Chief
Executive Ufi Ibrahim said.
“The introduction of a London bed tax will not only
cost tourists more but harm already hard-pressed London
hospitality and tourism businesses.
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Tourism serves as ‘a bridge between nations’, Rouhani says
T O U R I S M TEHRAN — President
d e s k Hassan Rouhani has

said tourism and tour guides serve
as bridges between nations and
links between different cultures and
civilizations.
“The era of building walls between
nations has come to an end, Rouhani
said addressing the opening ceremony
of the 17th World Federation of Tourist
Guide Associations (WFTGA) Convention
in Tehran on Saturday.
“[They] have forgotten that the Berlin
Wall fell some years ago. If a wall separates
nations, it should be removed,” Mehr news
agency quoted Rouhani as saying.
“In today’s world, all the countries
are like neighbors to each other.
Communications and globalization have
cut distances. Disconnecting global
trade ties would not be beneficial to the
world economy.”
Highlighting the principal role of
tourism, the president referred to tour
guides, saying: “You as the servants to
the cultural heritage, tell the younger
generation of ancient civilization of the
human being and historical works.”
He went on to say that BARJAM (the
Persian acronym for the nuclear deal) has
paved the way for more foreign tourists to
visit Iran. “We do every effort to develop
our tourism industry. To this end, we are
renovating our aviation fleet, expanding
railway system, and building highways in
order to increase the tourist influx.
Tourism’s vital economic role
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts Organization Director Zahra
Ahmadipour, for her part, reminded the
attendees of 2017 being named as the
“International Year of Sustainable Tourism
for Development” by the United Nations
World Tourism Organization.
She said such an initiative by the
UNWTO demonstrates tourism is a key
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President Hassan Rouhani (c) stands by CHTHO Director Zahra Ahmadipour at the opening ceremony of 17th World Federation of
Tourist Guide Associations Convention in Tehran on January 29, 2017. Other Iranian and international officials and tourist guides
are seen in the picture as well.

factor that contributes to both lives and
subsistence of people across the globe.
Ahmadipour who doubles as vice
president touched on economic achievements of tourism for hosting countries
when it comes to the generation of revenues, creation of jobs, and redistribution of wealth, saying “Tourism industry
is of high importance as it accounts for
10 percent of global GDP and one out of
every 11 jobs in the world.”
Some $24 billion came into Iran over
the past three and a half years because of
foreign tourists, CHTHO Deputy Director

Morteza Rahmani-Movahhed announced
in Sept. 2016.
Iran expects to reap a bonanza from its
numerous tourist spots, including 21 ones
that have been placed on the UNESCO
World Heritage list, after it agreed to roll
back its nuclear program in exchange for
relief from economic sanctions in July 2015.
Foreign tourist arrivals in Iran has
been more than double that of the global
average since the implementation of the
deal in January 2016, CHTHO announced
in Oct. 2016.
The country has launched extensive

plans to bolster its tourism sector. Under
the 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, the country
is expecting to increase the number of
tourist arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to
20 million in 2025.
Iran has also offered to grant years
of tax exemption to both domestic and
foreign businesses and individuals as an
incentive for ramping up investments in
its tourism sector.
For the time being, citizens of about
190 countries can obtain visa on arrival
at the country’s airports with one-month
validation.

Tasmanian
tourism industry
pushes for reform
of ‘outdated’ parks
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Historic center of Santa
Cruz de Mompox
Santa Cruz de Mompox, located in the swampy inland
tropics of northern Colombia’s Bolívar Department,
was founded about 1539 on the Magdalena River, the
country’s principal waterway.
The historic center has preserved the harmony and
unity of the urban landscape. Most of the buildings are still
used for their original purposes, providing an exceptional
picture of what a Spanish colonial city was like.
A foreign tourist takes a shot of the courtyard of the historical Vakil Mosque in Shiraz, southern Iran on January 16, 2017.

Tasmania’s peak tourism body has
used its budget submission to call on
the Government to “re-write the rule
book” for the state’s parks and reserves
management.
As it currently stands, Tasmania’s
National Parks and Reserves Management
Act 2002 is largely based on original
legislation from 1970.
Luke Martin from the Tourism Industry
Council of Tasmania (TICT) said it was time
the Government officially recognized the
tourism potential and cultural significance
of the state’s iconic wilderness.
“If we can do that through a review
of the legislation then that can provide
a way for all stakeholders to contribute
their perspectives in a way that’s
constructive,” he said.
“I think all stakeholders in our parks
acknowledge that it’s dealing with
legislation that’s written in the 1970s and
1980s and it’s very convoluted.”
(Source: ABC Online)

Barcelona cracks down on tourist numbers with accommodation law

Santa Barbara Church, Mompos, Colombia
Mompox was of great logistical and commercial
importance, as substantial traffic between the port of
Cartagena and the interior travelled along the river.
It consequently played a key role in the Spanish
colonization of northern South America, forming an
integral part of the processes of colonial penetration and
dominion during the Spanish conquest and of the growth
of communications and commerce during the 17th to
early 19th centuries.
Most of the buildings in its 458-ha historic center are
in a remarkable state of conservation and still used for
their original purposes, thus preserving an exceptional
illustration of a Spanish riverine settlement.
Founded in 1540 on the banks of the River Magdalena,
Mompox played a key role in the Spanish colonization
of northern South America. From the 16th to the 19th
century the city developed parallel to the river, with the
main street acting as a dyke.

The city of Barcelona passed a law on Friday to curb
tourism as visitors have begun to overwhelm the city
and anger local residents.
Last year the city’s 1.6 million residents were heavily
outnumbered by an estimated 32 million visitors, about
half of them day-trippers.
The new law comes after more than 25 years of
relentless promotion of the city as a tourist destination,
and coincides with a planned “occupation” on Saturday
of La Rambla, a street that has come to symbolize
what many view as the excessive and unsustainable
number of tourists.
The occupation has been organized by the Barcelona
Urban Neighborhood Association, along with more than
40 residents and community associations.
Under the slogan “Barcelona isn’t for sale” the
protesters are calling for an end to property speculation,
which is pricing residents out of the city, and to lowwage jobs in tourist service industries.
“The tourist and restaurant sector is the worst paid
in Barcelona,” says Marti Cuso, a member of one of the
community groups, the Neighborhood Assembly for
Sustainable Tourism. “They earn half the average salary.”
The new law, known as the special urban plan for
tourist accommodation, seeks to limit the number of
beds on offer from hotels and tourist apartments. It
imposes a moratorium on building new hotels and a halt

Huge crowds outside Barcelona’s La Boqueria market. (Photograph:
David Ramos/Getty Images)

in issuing licenses for tourist apartments.
However, as a number of projects are already in the
pipeline, the plan is not expected to have an impact
before 2019.
There are currently 75,000 hotel beds in the city and
about 50,000 beds in legal tourist apartments, plus an
estimated 50,000 illegal ones. Residents’ associations
calculate that some 17,000 flats are now tourist
apartments and that the resulting shortage has driven
up rents that are now the highest in Spain.
The proposal has met fierce opposition from the
tourism industry, which claims the law demonizes

tourists and says that limiting growth can only hurt an
already weak economy in a city where tourism accounts
for about 12% of the city’s €72bn (£61bn) GDP, according
to figures for 2014.
“The focus of the plan is wrong,” insists Manel Casals,
director general of the Barcelona hoteliers association.
“Of the 32 million people who visited Barcelona last
year, only 8 million stayed in hotels. Twenty-three million
were day-trippers who spend very little money in the
city. You’re not going to regulate tourism by limiting the
number of beds. They’re not regulating tourism, they’re
only regulating where people sleep.”
Daniel Pardo, a member of the Neighborhood
Assembly for Sustainable Tourism who describes the
group’s negotiations with the city over the plan as
“frustrating”, says that while it doesn’t go far enough, it’s
a start. “What’s positive is there’s a plan to tackle this
problem, however flawed that plan is. No one has even
considered doing this until now. Before the only plan was
more, more, more.”
In a survey carried out by the city council in October
on what residents perceived the city’s biggest problems,
tourism was second only to unemployment.
Jordi Ferrer, an economist who specializes in the hotel
sector, estimates that the city will face a claim of €400m in
compensation for projects paralyzed by the moratorium.
(Source: The Guardian)

